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Bystanders have a choice in how 
they will interact with a survivor, 
the survivor's shared social connections, 
and the power dynamics that brought 
a gendered violence forth. 
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Following the moment that violence has |. 





become known to anyone other 
than a survivor and their abuser, 
*| bystanders become an integral part of a : 
*| struggle for power already in progress. | 
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That struggle is determined by our 

-| values and our notions of safety. Abusers | 

retain control of a battle that they were | 

already winning when they get to choose |. 

how they will or will not take *. 
accountability. 
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If we who want a world without 
oppression are concerned for the 
safety of survivors and their respective 
a networks, why would we allow 
accountability and safety to be 
defined by those who are most 
frequently accused of abuse? 











=| Survivors should be the first people we : 





<1 choose to ask for answers when we claim 
to be concerned for each other's safety. 





ed 
: ‘ 
> 
an 
i, “S- 
a a : 
a - 
i 
“F3 
ae od 
; . 
a ~_ 
Yo : 
. gs 
_* 
_ 
Fm 
ll 
> 
’ 
4 





Not so unintentionally, 
those who insist on not believing 
survivors out of a concern for the 

supposedly ‘falsely’ accused abuser 

manage to avoid ever learning the truth 
by meeting survivors with immediate 
scrutiny, or even outright denigration. 
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If the deception is so apparent, why is it 
that these same abuse apologists 
manage to be so ignorant of the robust 
Relate mic lecscacclelitilxemiltiiclalcmolael ollie 
i and especially harmful institutions? 
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=| all coincidentally telling similar lies can 
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safer spaces and practices. e 
*!| When we dispel these illusions as simply 

a wish not to be involved, we can then |’ 
make space to earnestly ask each other 

if our actions in support of abolition | 


match our words. They need to match 
because people's access to safety is in 
jeopardy when we do not know... 
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. if a person or institution has answered 
for their abusive and harmful actions. 








When we talk of an ‘answer’ 
° celal Mlaleibarellelecmelar Clits 


. we are not asking to be gasilit. 
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x Orie asking for the implementation re 
>| anew standard of safety within every 
space the violence found expression. | - 
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elma etm ical -xe Molle mn |” 
incomplete answer offered only to stem | 
a sudden tide of consequences. 
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We want a concrete commitment to 
creating meaningful safety for survivors |. 
oTale MD Ala ce) te CM AAO ol Le leh 
otherwise been in their shoes if every 
bystander chose not to act. 
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Community or Isolation? Why do we 
isolate and why do we seek community? 
Which is better at guaranteeing safety? 





> Context is absolutely necessary 
if we wish to resolve the tension within 


Z each of these questions. 


Intersectionality is intended to be s 
a lens we use to evaluate violences < 
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° 
‘| It is a reminder to check on the people 


who live at the intersections because we 
know they often become the primary 
target of violence. The fact that we may |- 
not find abuse at the intersections we are | 
most familiar with checking does not | 
mean that we are safe. 
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Trans and queer hostility, misogynoir, 
and other patriarchal violences 
are forms of policing designed for the 
general population to use on themselves, 
| in addition to and instead of the carceral 
institutions we already know we oppose. 


Just as these forms of violence need to 
be embodied before being inflicted on 
someone, settler-colonialism, capitalism, 
and imperialism also take forms that 
everyday people can wield. 











The values we choose to internalize or 
CIA LER keh el ase) xa ha 
power will or will not scale up and into a 

world where harm no longer exists. 


Creating safety from violence requires 


_| that we engage in conflict as collectively |* 





well-equipped as we can be. 
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This reality, that the majority of us do 





not have the luxury of dismissing, is why 
we must challenge conflict avoidance 

™ once we know someone's physical and 
=] emotional safety has been compromised. 





=) If you don't want to support survivors, 
* opm (Xoh SMS op ARolIE Moh mmol) aM coh ABZ ale 
you see us at work. 





Own the circumstances that inform " 
your choice to not confront abuse 4 
as a bystander. a 
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And before you wipe your hands clean 
of the matter, at least do the bare 
UT ct exe latin al exxe (xe ee dale ay : 
that you're not defending an abuser. 
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Thank you so much for reading! 
lf this piece resonated with you. 
please consider sharing my work or 
supporting me on Patreon! 
ae Shoutout to the patrons who help 
me improve my craft: 
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@brownreclusezinedistro, @montanamanalo, 
@wildridecollective, @heyitsmekita, 
@tavishi.experiments, @jadetperry, 
@alphavulpeculaeu, @speculative- prince, 
@katybplummer, @diswizard, @alleykatkitty, [_ 
@the_dark_ gourd, @killing.georgina, 
Cam ahaa dale els) ahaa ap 
@beppiejongejonge, @practiceupwards, 
@madeline_morel, @twolemons, @elmcee, 
@ijkanada, @piersruppet, @mayra-luc, 
@trash_deer, @notedhermit, @malumer, 
@plantdaddydotcom, @ivanrocksit, 
@riseupgoodwitch, @cec_gmg, @jpjesusss, ss 
@hzurek, @know.your.cycle. @orenrobi, 
@swamp-witch__~ @interrebang, @hakkakuan, 
@frenchfriesonly, @nikkifaustinn, Sarah, Lisa, 
Jasmine, and 486 anonymous patrons! 
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